
 

 
 

 Hand Sanitizer 
VPP Category:  Safety & Health Training 

 
During this COVID-19 worldwide pandemic, companies are attempting to closely follow the CDC 
guidelines to keep employees safe and healthy.  One of those guidelines involves the following 
statement: 

 Wash your hands frequently with warm, soapy water for at least 20 seconds. 

 
This is still one of the preferred methods to limit the spread of this virus.  As we all know, in lieu of 
hand-washing with water and soap, we have been advised to utilize hand sanitizer as a viable, but less 
desirable alternative.   
 
C&I has made provisions for hand sanitizer stations in offices and pump bottles in conference rooms.  
As this pandemic has developed, hand sanitizer has become a scarce commodity and some 
businesses like distilleries have been providing alcohol-based hand sanitizer free to area companies.  
C&I took advantage of this opportunity in Louisville and mixed this free product with aloe to cut the 
alcohol percentage from the distilled 80% to the accepted sanitizer standard of >60%.  The alcohol 
percentage of our sanitizer stations was initially around 70% and remains in that range, even with the 
modified refills.   
 
A problem has occurred with these replacement hand sanitizers and the fact that users did not cut the 
high alcohol content.  Our clients have recently warned us about a non-refinery employee who used a 
sanitizer and touched a metal surface before the liquid evaporated.  Due to static electricity, the vapor 
from the hand sanitizer ignited with an almost invisible flame on both hands.  This person was fortunate 
enough to be near a sink and extinguished the flames, but received second degree burns.  Ensure 
your hands are dry before touching any surface.     
 
Summary items:  

 Employ washing with warm, soapy water as your primary method for hand 

sanitizing. 

 When using alcohol-based hand sanitizer, be aware that alcohol contents vary and 

the product has some level of flammability. 

 Be especially cautious of hand sanitizer in a public or unfamiliar area since 

replacement products could vary from the manufacturer’s intention.     

 Make sure all liquid is evaporated from your hands before touching any surface.    
 

 


